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Examination ol Bats Pound. Dead — Plague Injection. 
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Acting Asst. Surg. Eansom reported July 6: Leprosy is endemic 
in Shanghai. Relapsing fever and hookworm are present. 

CUBA. 

Tlie Plague Situation. 

In Cuba there have been in all 3 cases of plague in Habana. The 
last case was reported on July 22 and the last death July 27. It is 
therefore a month since any case has developed. 

The restrictions placed upon passengers going from Habana to the 
United States have been removed, excepting as regards persons who 
have resided in Habana between Cuba Street and the water front. 
The restrictions on vessels and cargoes directed against the importa- 
tion into the United States of infected rodents remain unchanged. 

The work of trapping and poisoning rats continues, and the rats 
collected are being examined to ascertain whether plague infection 
exists among them. From June 24 to August 10, 6,216 rats had 
been examined in this way without the finding of any infected with 
plague. 

Habana — Inspection ol Vessels Clearing for the United. States. 

Passed Asst. Surg, von Ezdorf reports as follows regarding the 
inspection at Habana of vessels clearing for United States ports : 

Week ended August 3, 1912. 

Bills of health issued 27 

Vessels inspected and passed 21 

Members of crews of outgoing vessels inspected 970 

Passengers of outgoing vessels inspected 792 

Vessels fumigated to kill rats 13 

Vessels fumigated by Cuban authorities under the supervision of the United 

States Public Health Service 2 

Passengers individually certified 341 

Passengers certified after detention at Triscomia quarantine station : 

For New York 38 

For Key West 19 

For New Orleans 8 

Week ended August 10, 1912. 

Bills of health issued 22 

Vessels inspected and passed 16 

Members of crews of outgoing vessels inspected 731 

Passengers of outgoing vessels inspected 376 

Vessels fumigated to kill rats 10 

Vessels fumigated by Cuban authorities under the supervision of the United 

States Public Health Service 2 

Passengers individually certified 341 

Passengers certified after detention at Triscornia quarantine station: 

For New York 32 

For Key West 8 
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Destruction, of Bats. 

The sanitary department of Cuba continues its activity in cleaning 
up and rat-proofing in the infected district, and in the trapping and 
poisoning of rats. A circular has also been issued ordering proprie- 
tors of all places in the infected zone where food products are sold 
to store such articles on closing the place of business in the evening 
in a room or place which is rat proof. 

For the purposes of rat extermination work the infected zone has 
been extended one block, so that it now includes all the portion of the 
city from Zulueta Street to the bay. This zone has been divided into 
four districts. Rat extermination work has also been extended to 
include Regla and Casa Blanca. A corps of 55 men is engaged in 
the work of trapping and the placing of poisons. 

A tabular outline descriptive of the operations is here given: 
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The reports for the period July 8 to July 31, 1912, show the fol- 
lowing work done by the special service engaged in the extermina- 
tion of rats. 

Number of inspections of city blocks 1, 064 

Number of poisons placed 48,947 

Number of rats caught in infected zone 3,611 

Number of rats caught outside of infected zone 8, 310 

Circular of instructions distributed to occupants of houses 1, 473 

The laboratory reports of rats examined show for the period of 
June 24 to July 8, 291, and for July 8 to 31, inclusive, 4,322, mak- 
ing a total of 4,613 examinations of which none was found infected. 

During the week two animal inoculations were made from rats 
showing lesions in some organs, but these proved negative for 
plague. 

Rats autopsied from August 1 to 10, inclusive, with negative 
result, 1,603. 

Disposal ol Garbage. 

The sanitary department is making every effort to enforce the 
regulations providing for the proper disposal of garbage. Within 
two days 567 persons have had fines of from $5 to $20 imposed for 
noncompliance with the regulations. 

Inspection of storerooms and offices of the customs department, 
which are in close proximity to the Caballeria wharves, showed 
that where wooden floors, platforms, and walks existed these places 
harbored rats. 
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